To be sure you receive news release e-mails from Jewelers Mutual Insurance Company, please add this address: cdecoste@jminsure.com to your e-mail address book. 
[image: image1.png]Jewelers Mutual

INSURANCE COMPANY

24 Jewelers Park Drive P.O. Box 468
Neenah, Wisconsin 54957-0468

800-558-6411 Fax: 920-725-9401
www.jewelersmutual.com




News Release

April 1, 2009

Contact: Char DeCoster, Marketing Communications Specialist, (800) 558-6411, extension 2337 or cdecoste@jminsure.com.

Jewelers Mutual HR professional named to 

national blue ribbon judging panel

Connie Rank-Smith to select companies with best benefits

Neenah, Wis. – Connie Rank-Smith, vice president of human resources at Jewelers Mutual Insurance Company of Neenah, Wis., has been named to a blue ribbon panel that will select winners of a national employee benefits recognition program.  

The Principal 10 Best Companies for Employee Financial Security recognizes growing companies that excel at giving employees a financial edge in life. Jewelers Mutual Insurance Company was named to the national list in 2008.

Rank-Smith will join seven other renowned experts in employee benefits and human resources in evaluating entrants for the 2009 recognition. The independent panel will work with the respected market research firm of Matthew Greenwald & Associates to pick the honorees. Winners will be announced in the fall of 2009. 

The other judges of The Principal 10 Best Companies are:

- Nevin Adams, editor-in-chief, PLANSPONSOR Magazine and PLANSPONSOR.com

- John McClain, vice president of human resources for NORCAL Mutual Insurance, one of The Principal 10 Best Companies—2008

- Angelo Nardi, executive vice president, Gallagher Benefit Services

- Corey Rosen, executive director & founder, National Center for Employee Ownership

- Dallas Salisbury, president and CEO, Employee Benefit Research Institute

- Timothy A Welsh, director, McKinsey & Company

- David L. Wray, president, The Profit Sharing/401k Council of America (PSCA)

Rank-Smith has more than 20 years of human resources management experience for companies ranging in size from 50 to 800 employees. She has a B.B.A. in business and human resources from Marian College and a MS in management and organizational behavior from Silver Lake College. A certified senior professional in Human Resources, Connie is also a certified employee benefit specialist and compensation management specialist. She has been awarded Fellowship standing in the International Society of Certified Employee Benefit Specialists. The Principal Financial Group sponsors the national recognition, which is now in its eighth year. 

About The Principal 10 Best Companies Program

The Principal 10 Best Companies is a national program that recognizes small- and medium-size companies (five to 1,000 employees) that excel at giving their employees a financial edge. Entries for the 2009 recognition will be accepted through May 1, 2009. Each entrant will receive a customized employee benefits report comparing his or her benefits to those of The Principal 10 Best and other entrants. For more information, visit www.principal.com/10best. 

About The Principal Financial Group
The Principal Financial Group (The Principal) is a leader in offering businesses, individuals, and institutional clients a wide range of financial products and services, including retirement and investment services, life and health insurance, and banking through its diverse family of financial services companies. A member of the Fortune 500, The Principal Financial Group has $247.0 billion in assets under management and serves some 19.1 million customers worldwide from offices in Asia, Australia, Europe, Latin America, and the United States. Principal Financial Group, Inc. is traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the ticker symbol PFG. For more information, visit www.principal.com.

Did you find this information helpful? Pass it on!

###

Jewelers Mutual Insurance Company is the only company specializing exclusively in jewelry insurance in the United States and Canada. The company’s strong financial position is reflected in its continued A+ Superior rating from A.M. Best. Jewelers Mutual was founded in 1913 in Neenah, Wis., by jewelers who needed affordable insurance. Today, Jewelers Mutual insures manufacturers, repair businesses, craftsman, custom designers, retailers, artisans, appraisers, wholesalers, bench jewelers, and individuals, and is licensed in all 50 states. More than 10,000 commercial policyholders trust Jewelers Mutual to insure their jewelry businesses, and 185,000 individual policyholders carry $2.5 billion in personal insurance coverage. Visit the Jewelers Mutual Web site at www.jewelersmutual.com.
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